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EDITORIAL

Cherish and Enrich Our NFPTE Legacy
The saga of P&T trade union movement is an  

integral part of our freedom movement. Organized 
movement of Postal and telegraph workers were 
accelerated by our forefathers Henry Barton and 
Tarapada by forming unions in Telegraph, postal 
and RMS. The trials and tribulations, struggles 
and sacrifices are classics to the core and stand 
as our own epics. The call of Tarapada to organ-
ize the workers with a purpose, with determination 
and accustom the power of class brothers  is  still  
reverberating and  inspiring us all. Workers are not 
beggars, they have right to choose is the finest 
slogan that the Indian working class ever heard. 
Every year when we crosses the day of Nov. 24th, 
the historic day of the formation of our great edifice 
NFPTE, every employee of P&T can feel elated  
and recollect our finest achievements.

The postmen struggle of 1946 led by senior 
leader V.G. Dalvi and  Dada Ghosh is viewed not 
for any sectional demands alone but a struggle to 
expedite  the achievement of freedom. The need 
of carrying forward the tradition of Tarapada of 
AIPRMS by installing new leadership was felt by 
Dada Ghosh and others and that fulfilled the ad-
vent of  young and energetic visionary  O.P. Gup-
ta to our movement.  Then AITUC leaders Com. 
B.T.Ranadive and Dange helped in this regard. We  
salute them all in this occasion.

The efforts of young O. P. Gupta with the help 
of Dada Ghosh, K.Ramamurthi and others  to  es-
tablish a single union  from  the bush of multiple 
unions was  accepted thro a merger resolution  and 
the attempt of unifying the movement was greatly 
achieved by formation of UPTW just two days be-
fore independence on Aug. 13, 1947,

The pay commission and DA issues made 
UPTW to issue strike notice, first ever by O. P. Gup-
ta. The leaders were arrested.  Gupta was detained  
for 14 months and even habeas corpus was not al-
lowed. Leaders like K G Bose and Janak Gupta 
were dismissed. Com K.Ramamurthi became SG 
of UPTW when Gupta was in jail. The need of rea-
lignment of Unions with federal setup was felt by 
both the leadership and GOI. Shri Jagajivan Ram 
and Rafi Kidwai initiated the scheme and the for-
mation of NFPTE on November 24, 1954 thus be-

came a historic occasion. It was a federal setup of 
9 unions of postal, RMS, Telegraph, Telecom and 
Administration wings with a compulsory federation. 
Comrades Dalvi and Dadaghosh became the first 
president and secretary General.

Besides the important issues of all walks of 
employees, the issue of Wiping out discrimina-
tion of Class 4 and 3, issues of casual labour and 
ED were all taken up by NFPTE. On the issues of 
second pay commission strike notice was served 
against Nehru Government. There was a glorious 
strike of 5 days of all CG employees  during July 
1960. The SG of NFPTE com P. S. R. Anjeneyalu 
was handcuffed with chains and many leaders got 
arrested. Employees shot dead on firing. Thou-
sands of employees were terminated, suspended, 
arrested. ESMA was launched to threaten the strik-
ers. The repression was let loose and was in great 
order. Recognition of NFPTE was withdrawn. Com 
O. P. Gupta with his own inimitable style undergone 
indefinite fast with E. X. Joseph to restore recog-
nition. Com. D.Gnanaiah’s arrival at the NFPTE  
Hqrs added momentum and  he played a prime 
role in the formation of whitley council type JCM. 
The conditionality of abjuring Strikes for accepting 
JCM was rejected forthright by the leadership. The 
powerful one day strike of Sep.19, 1968 of all CG 
employees on the issue of need based Minimum 
wage and compulsory arbitration of JCM issue was 
also faced worst oppression and severe attacks 
from Government.  The next generation leaders 
like Jagan emerged as heroes of the strike and got 
dismissal orders. The strike was led in P&T by SG 
Com.Gnanaiah.  Ninety thousand employees were 
suspended and thousands were terminated and 
got arrested. The recognition of NFPTE was with-
drawn. Com Gupta and Gnanaiah both had gone 
on indefinite fast fighting topless- bottomless rec-
ognition that is no federation and no grass root dis-
tricts and branches. The recognition was restored  
but with the formation of FNPTO also.

The split in communist party also made its 
adverse impact on NFPTE. Constant tussle and 
difference of opinions were becoming the part of 
NFPTE life during the time of 1974 Railway strike 
and Emergency of Indra Gandhi period. NFPTE 
was severely attacked during the emergency and 
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its main Organs like P&T labour, weekly corre-
spondence, telecom were not dispatched from the 
post office. Comrade  Jagan boldly took the risk 
of dispatching the journals  thro Tamilnadu Organ 
Olikkathir and made  history. The impact of emer-
gency made us all to reunite in NFPTE and at Ban-
galore federal council during 1978 Gupta became 
the Secretary General of NFPTE.

The strike notice issued for bonus by Gupta and 
Ramamurthy after the announcement of the same 
for railways during Charan Singh period roused 
the workers and the issue was settled and Com. 
Gnanaiah signed the agreement of bonus. Our sil-
ver jubilee session of Jaipur coined the  prime  de-
mands like Two promotions and then we achieved 
the same. The Telecom wing gave shramdhan to 
postal comrades for  promotion to lakhs of senior 
employees who were all suffered more than 20 years 
without any single promotion on a single day on the 
issuance of order, lakhs of our senior employees got 
their time bound promotion.

The P&T department was bifurcated in 1985 
and it led the formation of NFTE- NFPE two federa-
tions. The conference held at Calcutta in 1986 re-
solved to keep NFPTE also because of emotional 
attachment of many leaders from both sides. NFTE 
inherited from the great tradition of NFPTE the fol-
lowing qualities- toleration of all views,  fighting the 
cause of needy the lower level workers, always 
fighting out any sort of discrimination, never bang-
ing the doors of negotiation and preferring negoti-
ated settlement, if negotiation fails never fail to hit, 
if hitting then hitting hard, no individual militancy- 
even one step with all only- things may be difficult  
to do but  nothing is  impossible  attitude- unity at 
any cost even at the cost of oneself- no self patting 
or ego  or eulogizing, no political overtones etc.

The great struggles of Gupta- Chandrasekar- 
Jagan made the historic achievement of regu-
larization lakhs of  casual labours, thousands of 
RTPs during 1986-87. The 20 days strike at the 
time of falling of V P Singh government on the is-
sue  of MTNL Rs 100 and continuous consistent 
struggles settled the wonderful Cadre restructuring 
and BCR issue in 1990 which found the new tech-
nology oriented cadres like TTA, TM and SrTOA. 
The outsourcing move was stalled by 1995 strike 
and the left out thousands of mazdoors got work 
throughout the years.   Unfortunately due to inter-
nal differences during the last years of 90s led to 
the formation of BSNLEU under the leadership of 

Com. Namboodri.
NFTE boldly faced the challenges thrown 

upon by Vajpayee Govt. formation of corporate 
company BSNL. The 3 days united strike of NFTE, 
FNTO and BTEF during the year 2000 secured 
us Government Pension by Government. NFTE 
has consciously followed the rich traditions of our 
forefathers. In the BSNL also, it tried its best for 
bringing joint movements for safeguarding the fi-
nancial viability of our great PSU, protecting the 
Jobs of lakhs of employees and safeguarding the 
Government pension with utmost care. We never 
use cadre sentiments and create any war amongst 
the brother workers.  We strive  for the cause of 
advancement of all cadres to the extent possible in 
a particular prevailing situation thro horizontal and 
thro vertical competitive exams. Thousands of our 
young comrades were promoted to JTO/JAO in a 
very shortest span. The recent designation change 
has  given some respect to our employees in the 
society. The restoration of Bonus after 7 years  is 
also given some confidence amongst our employ-
ees. The  settlement of left out issues like 78.2 for 
all purposes including for pension, HRA etc.  and  
the annulment of 60 % conditionality pressing the 
burden of BSNL are given some boost.  This dyna-
mism should not make us headstrong but should 
make us more humble to advance further with all 
responsibilities. The next big  and tough challenge  
is  Pay Revision. The BJP government is in full 
form to implement its decision of Tower Corpora-
tion and dismantlement of Public network. Let us 
face this thro our united call of Dharnas and strike.

The challenges are galore before us.. The pre-
sent leadership would strive  its best to follow the 
footsteps of our great tradition. The longings for 
united movement have its own sense. Let us give 
our ears to the call of the time and forward with the 
goals and ambition of our great leaders
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 laikndh;

,u-,Q-ih-Vh-bZ dh le`¼] izfrikyd ijEijk,a
Mkd&rkj Jfed vkanksyu dh i`"B Hkwfedk gekjs 

Lojkt vkanksyu dk vfHkUu fgLlk jgk gSA gekjs iwoZt gsujh 
okVZu rFkk rkjk inksa us VsyhxzkQ Mkd ,oa vkj-,e-,l- ds 
deZpkfj;ksa dks laxfBr dj Mkd&rkj Jfed vkanksyu dks 
xfr'khy cuk;kA iz;ksx] leiZ.k] la?k"kZ ,oa R;kx gekjh 
laLd`fr jgh gSA rkjk inksa dk dFku fd deZpkfj;ksa dks [kkl 
eryc ds fy, iw.kZ fu"Bk ls vfèkdkj xzg.k dj oxZ HkkbZ 
pkjk LFkkfir djus dk lans'k vkt Hkh geas laikfnr djrk 
gSA Jfed ;kpd ugha gS dk ukjk ges'kk Jfedksa ds lkFk 
gSA izfro"kZ 24 uoEcj vkus ij ge vius egku laxBu 
,u,QihVhbZ ds LFkkiuk dh ;kn djrs gq, miyfCèk;ksa dks 
;kn djrs gSaA

ofj"B uk;d ch-lh- nkyoh ,oa nknk ?kks"k ds usr`Ro 
esa 1946 dks iksLVeSu vkanksyu fdlh mudh ekaxksa ds 
fy, ugha vfirq jk"Vªh; Loa=rk dh izkfIr dh fn'kk esa 
,d miyfCèk FkhA nknk ?kks"k us eglwl fd;k fd rkjkinksa  
}kjk LFkkfir la?k"kZ dks vkxs c<+kus ,oa xfr'khy djus gsrq 
,d ;qok usr`Ro dh t:jr gS vkSj mlh le; mUgkaus ;qok] 
mtkZoku] nwjn`f"V laiUu dk- vks-ih- xqIrk dk p;u fd;kA

gekjs la?k"kZ dh xfr nsus esa ,-vkbZ-Vh-;w-lh usrk dk- 
ch-Vh- j.kfnos rFkk dk- ,l-,-Mkaxs dh vge Hkwfedk dks ge 
utjvankt ugha dj ldrs vkSj vkt ge 24 uoEcj ds 
volj ij mUgsa yky lyke djrs gSaA dk- vks-ih-xqIrk us 
dk- nknk ?kks"k ,oa dk- ds jkekewfrZ ds lg;ksx ls Mkd&rkj 
esa fc[kjs gq, Jfed la?kksa dks ,dtqV fd;k vkSj vktknh 
ds Bhd nks fnu iwoZ 13 vxLr 1947 dks ;w-ih-Vh-MCY;w 
ds uke ,dtqV laxBu dh LFkkiuk dhA

osru vk;ksx ds xBu ,oa egaxkbZ HkÙks dh ekax dks 
ysdj dk- vks-ih- xqIrk us gM+rky dk uksfVl ljdkj dks 
fn;k ftlds fy, mUgsa 14 ekg rd tsy esa can j[kk 
x;kA dk- ds-th- cksl ,oa dk- tud xqIrk dks ukSdjh ls 
fudky fn;k x;kA dk- jkekewfrZ ml nkSjku ;w-ih-Vh-MCY;w 
ds egkea=h cusA Hkkjh Jfed fLFkjrk ds eísutj ljdkj 
,oa laxBu ds usrkvksa us egkla?k ds Nrjh ds uhps lHkh dks 

,dtqV djus dh vko';drk eglwl fd;kA Hkkjr ljdkj 
us ea=h in dks lq'kksfHkr djrs gq, Lo- txthou jke ,oa 
jQh fdnobZ us Mkd&rkj ds Jfedksa dks ,dtqV gksdj 
laxBu LFkkiuk ds izsfjr fd;k Qyr% 24 uoEcj 1954 
dks ,u-,Q-Vh-bZ- dh LFkkiuk gqbZA vkt ge ml egku ?kM+h 
dks ;kn dj iqyfdr gksrs gSaA ,u,QihVhbZ ds egkla?k dk 
ntkZ fn;k x;k rFkk blesa iksLVy] vkj-,e-,l- VsyhxzkQ 
bathfu;fjax] VsyhxzkQ VªkfQd] ,MfefuLVªsfVo dk;kZy; 
vkfn ukS ;wfu;u dks ekU;rk nsrs gq, ;g 'krZ j[kh x;h fd 
lHkh ;wfu;u egkla?k ds usr`Ro esa dk;Z djsaxsA bl egku 
laxBu ds izFke vè;{k dk- ch-lh- nkyoh ,oa egklfpo 
nknk ?kks"k fuokZfpr fd, x,A

,u-,Q-ih-Vh-bZ us LFkkiuk dky ls gh Jfedksa ds 
fgr j{kk gsrq la?k"kZ 'kq: fd;k x;kA egRoiw.kZ eqíksa ds 
lkFk gh r`Rkh; ,oa prqFkZ Js.kh ds deZpkfj;ksa ds chp nwjh 
dks de djrs gq, b-Mh- vkdfLed dfeZ;ksa dh fgr j{kk 
dhA f}rh; osru vk;ksx dh ekax dks ysdj fQj tqykbZ 
1960 esa gM+rky dks uksfVl fn;k x;k rFkk ikap fnuksa 
dh 'kkunkj ,oa ,sfrgkfld gM+rky us usg: ljdkj dh 
tM+s fgyk nhA dsanzh; ljdkj ds lHkh foHkkxksa ds deZpkjh 
gM+rky esa 'kkfey gq,A

,u,QVhbZ ds rRdkyhu egkea=h ih-,l-vkj- 
vUtk;syq dks gFkdM+h yxkbZ xbZA usrkvksa dks tsyksa esa can 
fd;k x;kA ljdkj us gM+rkyh deZpkfj;ksa ij xksfy;ka 
pyokbZA dbZ deZPkkjh ekjs x;sA gtkjksa deZpkfj;ksa dks 
ukSdjh ls fudkyk x;kA tsyksa esa Mkyk x;k rFkk fuyfEcr 
fd;k x;kA vko';d lsok vuqj{k.k vfèkfu;e yxkdj 
Hkkjh rckgh epkbZ xbZA ,u-,Q-ih-Vh-bZ dh ekU;rk Nhu yh 
xbZA dk- vks-ih-xqIrk dk- b-,Dl tkslsQ ds lkFk ekU;rk 
ds fy, vfuf'pr Hkw[k gM+rky ij cSB x,A dk- Mh- xuS;k 
,u-,Q-ih-Vh-bZ eq[;ky; ij vkdj deku laHkkyrs gq, 
fczfV'k g~okbVys dfefV ds rtZ ij TokbaV dalyVsfVo 
eflujh (ts-lh-,e) ds xBu djus esa vge Hkwfedk 
fuHkk;kA gM+rky dks njfdukj dj ts-lh-,e dh O;oLFkk 
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dks ,u-VQ-ih-Vh-bZ ds usrkvksa us rqjar [kkfjt dj fn;kA

la?k"kZ dh dM+h esa lHkh dsUnzh; deZpkfj;ksa }kjk 19 
flrEcj 1968 dh ,d fnolh; gM+rky dh ,sfrgkfld  
egÙkk dks ;kn djrs gq, jksekap gksrk gSA ;g gM+rky U;wure 
osru vkSj ts-lh-,e esa vko';d iapkV dh O;oLFkk ds fy, 
dh xbZA uCcs gtkj dks lsok eqDr fd;k x;k rFkk tsyksa 
esa Mky fn;k x;kA ubZ ih<+h ds usrkvksa ;Fkk dk- txu us 
bl gM+rky esa vge Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA ,u,QVhbZ dh ekU;rk 
iqu% lekIr dj nh xbZA dk- xuS;k ,oa dk- vks-ih-xqIrk ds 
vfuf'prdkyhu Hkw[k gM+rky ij tkus ds ckn ekU;rk dh 
okilh gqbZ ijUrq ,Q-,u-Vh-vks- ds tUe ds lkFkA

lkE;oknh ny ds foHkktu dk ,u-,Q-ih-Vh-bZ ds 
vfLrRo ij [krjk iSnk fd;kA jsyos ds 1974 ds 
gM+rky vkSj Jherh xkaèkh }kjk ns'k esa ?kksf"kr vkikrdky 
us laxBu esa izfrdwy fLFkfr iSnk dhA fopkjksa dh fHkUurk 
ls vkUrfjd dyg lrg ij vkus yxkA vkikrdky esa 
,u-,Q-ih-Vh-bZ ij izgkj gksrk jgkA gekjs ekfld if=dk,a 
Vsyhyscj] dksjslikSaMsUl ,oa Vsyhdke dks Mkd foHkkx us 
Hkstuk can dj fn;kA 

dkejsM vxu us rfeyukMw lfdZy dh if=dk 
vksyhdkfnj ds i`"Bksa ds vanj if=dkvksa dk izs"k.k dj ,d 
,sfrgkfld lkgl dk ifjp; fn;kA vkikrdky us gesa iqu% 
,dtqV gksus dh ckè;rk nh rFkk dk- vks-ih-xqIrk caxyksj 
QsMjy dkmaflu 1978 esa ,u-,Q-ih-Vh-bZ- ds lsØsVjh 
tujy fuokZfpr fd;s x;sA

Lo- pkSèkjh pj.k flag ds izèkkuea=hRo dky esa jsyos 
ds fy, cksul dh ?kks"k.kk ds mijkUr lkFkh vks-ih-xqIrk 
,oa dk- jkekewfrZ us gM+rky dh ?kks"k.kk dhA deZpkfj;ksa 
ds mcyrs gq, xqLls ls Hk;ØkUr ljdkj us Mkd&rkj 
deZpkfj;ksa ds fy, cksul Hkqxrku dh ?kks"k.kk dh vkSj ,d 
vge QSlyk Jfed leqnk; ds fy, gkfly gqvkA t;iqj 
ds jtr t;Urh lekjksg ,oa iVuk esa lu~ 1978 esa laiUu 
lHkh ukS ;wfu;uksa dh dUosa'ku esa lsok dky esa nks inksUufr 
dh ekax mBkbZ xbZ ftlds lekèkku ds ckn gtkjksa Mkd 
dfeZ;ksa dks inksUufr gkfly gqvk tks chl o"kks± ls ,d gh 
osrueku esa dk;Z djrs vk jgs FksA

lu~ 1985 esa Mkd ,oa nwjlapkj foHkkx ds caVokjs 

ds ckn egku ,u-,Q-ih-Vh-bZ Hkh nks Hkkxksa esa foHkDr 
gksdj ,u,QVhbZ ,oa ,u,QihbZ ds :i esa vorfjr gq,A 
lu~ 1986 esa dydÙkk esa QsMjy dkMfUly esa ;g  
?kks"k.kk gqbZA HkkoukRed lHkko ls ,u,QihVhbZ dks ih 
thoar j[kk x;k ij dqN usrkvksa ds gBèkfeZrk us bls 
èkwfey fd;kA ,u,QihVhbZ dh uhfr;ka lHkh ds fopkjksa 
ds fy, lgu'khyrk] oafpr vkSj detksj dfeZ;ksa dh fgr 
j{kk] HksnHkko ds f[kykQ la?k"kZ] okrkZyki ds fy, gjne 
rS;kj jguk] ,oa le>kSrk dks Lohdkj djuk] le>kSrk 
ugha gksus dh LFkfr esa la?k"kZ vkSj izpaM la?k"kZ] O;fDrokn 
ds fo:¼] ,d dne Hkh c<+s rks lcds fy, vkSj lcds 
lkFk fLFkfr dfBu gks ldrh ij vlaHko ugha] fdlh dher 
ij ,dc¼rk] dksbZ jktuhfrd ncko ugha ds fl¼karksa ij 
,u,QihVhbZ vkSj vc ,u,QVhbZ fujUrj deZpkjh la?k"kks± 
dks ,oa muds fgrj{kd ds :i esa vkxs c<+rs tk jgh gSA 

,u,QVhbZ dk usr`Ro djrs gq, dk- xqIrk] dk- 
pUnz'ks[kj] dk- txu ds usr`Ro esa dStqvy etnwjksa ,oa 
vkj-Vh-ih- dk LFkk;hdj.k Jfed txr esa pedrs gq, 
flrkjs ds leku vkt Hkh ifjyf{kr gSA Lo- oh-ih- flag 
ljdkj ds le; ,uVh,u,y ds ?kks"k.kk ds ckn chl fnuksa 
dh ,sfrgkfld gM+rky] rFkk uCcs ds n'kd esa dSMj dk 
iquZxBu dj ubZ rfudh vkèkkj ij laoxZ ;Fkk Vh-,u] Vh-
Vh-,- ,oa lhuh;j Vh-vks-,- tSls dSMj dk izknqHkkZo mPp 
osrueku ds lkFk miyfCèk;ksa esa vxz.kh gSA ucsa ds n'kd 
ds mÙkjkèkZ esa ;g nqHkkZX; gqvk fd ,u,QVhbZ ls cVdj 
ch,l,u,y;w dk xBu dk- uEcwnjh ds usr`Ro esa izHkko 
esa vk;kA

lu~ 2000 esa oktis;h ljdkj ds dh fu.kZ; ls 
nwjlapkj foHkkx dks fuxfer djus ds iz;kl dk ,u-,Q-Vh-
bZ us lkgfld fojksèk djrs gq, deZpkfj;ksa ds fy, ukSdjh 
dh lqj{kk ljdkjh isa'ku dh xkjaVh ,oa dEiuh dh vkfFkZd 
thorark dks lqjf{kr fd;kA

ljdkj }kjk fn;s x;s dehVesaV dks f'kfFky djus dh 
gj dne dk ,u,QVhbZ us eqdkcyk fd;k rFkk isa'ku ls 
60@40 dk vuqikr dh lekfIr lqfuf'pr dhA 78-2 
izfr'kr egaxkbZ HkÙks ds lek;kstu lfgr edku fdjk;k 
HkÙkk dh ekax dh iwfrZ djk;hA n{krk mUu;u HkÙkk] f'k'kq 
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ns[kHkky vodk'k] lfgr gtkjksa ;qok dfeZ;ksa ds fy, ts-Vh-
vks@ts-,-vks esa inksUufr dk ekxZ iz'kLr fd;kA fMthxus'ku 
esa ifjorZu ls lkekftd izfr"Bk dh o`f¼ ds lkFk lkr 
lky ds can cksul dk }kjk [kksyus esa ;ksxnku fd;kA ge 
nwljs laxBuksa ds ;ksxnku dks utj vankt ugha djrs rFkk 
ch,l,u,y dh lqj{kk esa lHkh dh xksycanh dh ljkguk 
,oa lyke djrs gSaA

vHkh ljdkj us ch,l,u,y ds foHkDr dj vyx 
Vkoj dEiuh cukus dh O;oLFkk nsdj gesa fQj la?k"kZ iFk 
ij tkus dks etcwj fd;k gSA rhljk osru iqjh{k.k dh 

pqukSrh dk Hkh lkeuk lw>cw> ds lkFk djuk gSA

gekjk bfrgkl xkSjo'kkyh gSA ge la?k"kZ'khy vkoke 
dh vxqokbZ djrs gq, Jfed psruk dk i'pe ÅapkbZ ij 
ygjk;s gSaA ijUrq gesa lEosnuk dks tksM+rs gq, ,drkc¼ 
la?k"kZ dk ea= tks gekjs iwoZt usr`Ro us fn;k gS] mldk 
vuqikyu djrs gq, lqugjs Hkfo"; ds l`tu dh vksj 
vxzlj gksuk gSA

,drkc¼ la?k"k Z le; dh iqdkj gSA vr,oa 
ge lHkh dks lkFk ysdj pys rFkk y{; dh izkfIr 
lqfuf'pr djsaA


